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Roadway Worker Safety and Health 
Controls and Devices 

Engineering Controls

Administrative Controls

Personal Protective Devices
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Engineering Controls

Prevent worker exposures by 
managing the work environment

ROAD CLOSED
10 MILES AHEAD
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Administrative Controls

Work Practices, Monitoring, ITS,
Traffic Control Plans, Alarm Systems, 
Signs, Signals, Deformable Barriers
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Personal Protective Devices

High Visibility/Retroreflective 
Vests and Clothing, Hard Hats, 
Training, Rotation, Scheduling 
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Laws
Standards
Regulations
Policies
Interpretations

OSHA’s  



OSH Act SEC. 5.     Duties
29 USC 654

(a) Each employer

(1)   shall furnish to each of his 
employees 

employment and a place of employment 
which are free from recognized hazards 
that are causing or are likely to cause 
death or serious physical harm 
to his employees;

Law, Public Law 91-596



Title 29 
Code of Federal Regulations

(CFR)
Part 1926  
Safety and Health 
Regulations for Construction

Standards and Regulations



Some Applicable 1926 Standards:
1926.20 (b)(2) - programs
1926.21 (b)(2) – training
1926.95 (a) & (c) – PPE selection
1926.200 (g) - signs
1926.201 (a) - flaggers
1926.202  - barricades
1926.651 (d) – traffic and trenches

Standards and Regulations



September 2002 OSHA 
updated their standards to 
incorporate the 
1988 MUTCD revision 3
or 
2000 MUTCD

Subpart Q



Recognizes 
high visibility garments 
for flaggers

Subpart Q Revisions



1926.95 (a)
… protective clothing … shall be 
provided, used, and maintained in a 
sanitary and reliable condition … 
wherever it is necessary by reason of 
hazards of processes or environment 
… encountered in a manner capable 
of causing injury or impairment in the 
function of any part of the body 
through absorption, inhalation or 
physical contact.

Subpart E Personal Protective
and Life Saving Equipment



1926.95 (c)

All personal protective 
equipment shall be of 
safe design and construction
for the work to be performed.



OSHA National Instructions

OSHA Regional Instructions

Letters of Interpretation

Policies and Interpretations



Polices and Interpretations

Standards
Interpretations

Standard 
Number

www.osha.gov





Re: Whether use of high-visibility 
warning garments by 
construction workers in 
highway work zones is required. 



Other than the use of flaggers, 
Subpart G does not address 
the circumstances in which it is necessary 
to provide warning garments 
to protect against the hazard posed by 
traffic.
… It is well recognized in the construction 
industry that construction workers … 
need to be protected from traffic. …
In such cases, Section 5(a)(1) requires 
the use of such garments. … 

from May 11, 2004  Letter of Interpretation



Recognized industry practice:
MUTCD and ANSI/ISEA 107

OSH Act 5 (a)(1)

1926. 95 (a) & (c)
Criteria for personal protective equipment
Protective equipment … shall be provided, 
used, and maintained in a sanitary and 
reliable condition wherever 
it is necessary … by reason of hazards … 
capable of causing injury or impairment 
in the function of any part of the body 
through absorption, inhalation or physical 
contact… All PPE shall be of a safe design…



Laws
(OSH Act)

Standards Interpretations
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